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Å 15 different countries
Å Dominated by backpacking/trekking
Å Some via ferrata mixed in there
Å Often some scrambling
Å Some birdwatching

Å TCT included exploratory research 
aims

10 years of Summer Expeds
Last visited:
2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019
----
----
2022

2023



What about this year?
Å A variety of destinations, modes, and aims
Å Places available for:
Å River Dee: Sea to Source
Å Fastpacking WHW
Å The Skye Trail
Å Bikepacking
Å Corsica GR20
Å Alta Via 2

Å Dev Special:
ÅMt Kenya

Places 
available

Additional 
requirements 

Team 
assembled

x3



What to expect?
ÅExplore new and remote parts of the 

world!

ÅMake new friends!

ÅChallenge yourself!

ÅBuild on your experience with UBES
Å Have a say in the experience and take, and 

active role in planning
Å Manage your budget and transport plans
Å Coordinate travel schedules with your team
Å Train with your team and develop as a group



GOI NG SKYE HI GH

Isaac Ogden

Josh Saunders

June 2024



¢ƘŜ ²ƘŜǊŜΧ

  Isle of Skye, surprise surprise! 

  Largest of the Inner Hebrides

  Home to the magnificent Cuillin 
mountains

  Lots of history and wildlife!

  Irn Bru?



¢ƘŜ ²ƘŀǘΧ
  Backpacking the Skye Trail in 7 days of walking. 
Some longish distances, in beautiful scenery! 

  128km (80mi) route across the Isle of Skye ҭ 
follows the Trotternish  ridge and passes beneath 
the Cuillin. Also includes cliffs, beaches, and lots 
and lots of lakes! 

  Mostly not on any waymarked paths, opportunity 
to practise some nav!

  Uqwvjgtp"eqcuv"rcvj"kpenwfgu"uqog"ҵckt{"
ugevkqpuҶ"cpf"qpg"ҵDcf"UvgrҶ"

  Strenuous walking particularly on the second day 
ҭ aim for a relatively lightweight philosophy. 



¢ƘŜ ²ƘŀǘΣ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΧΚ
Day Section Approx 

distance/elevation

1 Drive to Skye

2 Rubha Hunish, walk  to Quiraing 15.5km / 800m

3 Quiraing to Old Man of Storr 23km / 1500m

4 Old Man of Storr to Portree 15km  / 650m

5 Portree to Sligachan 20km / 400m

6 Sligachan to Elgol 17.5km  / 600m

7 Elgol to Torrin 22 km / 600m

8 Torrin to Broadford 20km / 500m

9 Rest day/exploring? Sea Eagle/puffin boat trip??

10 Drive back from Skye

Food resupply stop in Portree! 

Vjg"ҵDcf"UvgrҶ"

Bus to the northern tip of Skye 



¢ƘŜ ²ƘŜƴΧ
  No need to book anything, so the dates are relatively flexible

  Early June ҭ 10 days total. We will work out the exact dates with those on the exped     
once places have been confirmed. 

  Destress from exams and hopefully avoid the worst of the midges! 



The Why
  It looks cool!

  Fguvtguu"htqo"gzcouҿ"

  ҵDguv"dcemrcemkpi"KҲxg"gxgt"fqpgҶ"ҭ Robyn Franklin, 2024 



  Josh and I should probably come as we know what the plan is

  6 other people to make a team of 8. Travel to and from Bristol in 2 cars of 4, 10hr drive each way 
plus stops for leg stretches and food!

  Ideally around 3-4 tents ҭ exercising our right to roam but minimal impact, leave no trace! 

This could be you! 

 Some backpacking experience ideal

 Wants to be part of a fun and positive team

 Prepared for some tougher off -path terrain and 
some exposure

Do you want to aim for the Skye?



¢ƘŜ Iƻǿ aǳŎƘΧ
  Fairly dependent on fuel prices which is the main expense, and how boujie you want your 
food to beҭ however this is an affordable adventure, you have past and present UBES 
Treasurers leading it after all!

  Estimated around £60pp fuel cost, £8 bus ticket , £50 food (maybe a bit more dependent 
how many snacks you want!). Realistically approx £150 to account for service stations, 
pubs etc. There is the potential for a proper campsite or two as well if we wish.

  UBES can help out with kit requirements, including tents, walking poles and exped 
rucksacks - however a lightweight philosophy may be beneficial when packing given the 
longer distances/rough terrain. Tin whistles are not explicitly banned.



¢ƘŜ hǘƘŜǊ ¢ƘƛƴƎǎΧ

  Wildlife!

  History!

  Remoteness!  

Beach bothy anyone?

Otters!

Eagles!

Highland Coos!Puffin!



¢ƘŜ {ǳƳƳŀǊȅΧ

 Team of 8

 7 days backpacking, 10 days total inc. travel time

 Affordable adventure ҭ around £150

 Kickstart your summer by leaving all your academic troubles 
behind and escaping to the mountains and the sea! 











GOOD VIBES | GOOD VIEWS



Sea to Source
Following the River Dee  to the heart of 
Scotland

Summer Expedition 2024

Tommaso Barbieri



What is an Expedition?

òA journey  made for 
some definite purposeó 
(OED)

Studying 

vulnerable 

landscapes

Learning 

new skills

Improving 

mental health



The River Dee

u The UKõs 15th  longest rivers at 140 
km

o Crosses the Length of 
Aberdeenshire , carving a cross-
section through Scotland

o Flows from 1,220 m on top of the 
Cairngorms to Aberdeen  at sea-
level

u The length of the river is 
designated a Special Area of 
Conservation

o Important environment for 
salmon, otters, golden eagles and 
freshwater pearl muscles

u Established long distance trail from 
Aberdeen to Ballater



Our journey purpose

u Rivers across the UK suffer from great threats due to mismanagement and 

climate change

u Even the River Dee which is among the wildest and most remote in the country

u But benefits from many groups committed to its conservation

u As we follow the Dee to the heart of Scotland weõll be helping local 

conservation groups by:

u Collecting data on the state of the river

u Managing invasive species

u Documenting our journey to raise awareness

u ???Possible funding???



River Dee: Sea to Source
180 km, 2430 m

Peterhead

Aberdeen
Aviemore

Fort William

Fort Augustus

Ullapool

Inverness

Braemar
Banchory



Highlights

Aberdeen Royal Deeside 

Railway

Lochnagar Balmoral

Linn of Dee Pools of Dee Falls of Dee Aviemore



Travel options

u Bristol-Aberdeen outward-
bound

u Flights ~£150

u Coach ~£80

u Train ~£180

u Car ~£180 (per car)

u Aviemore-Bristol return

u Flights (hybrid) ~£165

u Coach ~£90

u Train ~£350

u Car ~£180(per car)



Right to Roam

u The Scottish Outdoor Access 

Code legally grants the public 

right recreational and 

educational use of most natural 
areas

u Use extends to wild 
camping , provided a respect for 

the principles of No Trace Left 

Behind

u https://www.outdooraccess -

scotland.scot/


